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      Are You Prepared ?                      
What should you do early to be ready? — piece of mind knowing you are prepared at anytime
· Make a plan as what to do and how to do it to save lives and property.
-- Don’t wait until the storm has strengthened and is quickly approaching.  Supplies will run out.  Evacuation advisories may be issued.  You will need to be ready to take action. 

· Check your insurance coverage.
– Remember, flood damage, and now storm or tidal surge, is not usually covered by homeowners / renters insurance.  Insurance companies will not sell you a policy once the storm is in the Gulf.  Most insurance companies require 30 days purchase time prior to the storm. 
· Clean up your yard and the areas around your home. 
 -- Pick up loose items that you are not using. Trim tree limbs away from the house. Flying debris and damaged trees are expected with the high winds from the storm.  These are the most common items responsible for damages for homeowners.
· Put together a disaster supply kit. (see list)
-- There are certain items you need to have ready and available regardless of where you ride out a hurricane.  The disaster supply kit is a useful tool when you evacuate as well as making you as safe as possible in your home.  Keep the supplies and equipment organized in one place, so you can get to them fast and easily.
· Decide early if you are going to stay at home, in a shelter, or evacuate from the area.
-- Make sure family, neighbors, or close friends know what you have decided to do and where you have planned to go.  Know what you will do with your pets.
· Prepare to protect your home and secure your property. 
-- Pre-cut and mark the boards now, so you can quickly put them up and not be frustrated when the storm is approaching.  If you plan to use plywood, 1/2” - 5/8” is recommended.  There are various ways to secure the boards.  Lumber companies and home improvement centers can make suggestions and show you how to do it effectively.   Storm shutters can be ordered from and installed by various companies in the area.  Don’t forget to secure doors and garage doors, as well.  If you live in a mobile home, tie down straps are recommended.  
· Locate and secure important papers and personal documents. 
--  Store all important papers in a waterproof, portable container.  Include driver’s license, insurance policies, property inventory, medical records, Social Security cards, birth & marriage certificates, wills, deeds, proof of residence, tax records, account numbers, etc.  

·  Make sure your automobile is in good working order.    
What should you do during a watch?
· Know the meaning of tropical storm and hurricane alerts.  Stay tuned to forecasts.
Tropical Storm Watch – Tropical storm conditions with steady winds of 39-73 mph are possible within 36 hrs.

Tropical Storm Warning – Tropical storm conditions with steady winds of 39-73 mph are expected within 24 hrs.

Hurricane Watch – Hurricane conditions with winds of 74 mph or greater, coastal flooding, and heavy rain are possible within 36 hrs.

Hurricane Warning – Hurricane conditions with winds of 74 mph or greater, coastal flooding, and heavy rain are expected within 24 hrs.
· Listen to officials regarding evacuations and shelter locations.

· Make sure your vehicle’s gas tank is full.
· Bring in, or tie down loose outdoor objects like garbage cans, toys, bicycles, lawn furniture, etc.
· Prepare your house and get your Disaster Supply Kit ready.  

· Check up on the elderly and those who may need special assistance.
What should you do when a warning has been issued?
· Listen to the advice of local officials, and leave if they tell you to do so.

· Complete any remaining preparations.

· Stay tuned to radio, NOAA weather radio, and / or TV reports, advisories, and forecasts.

· If you are not advised to evacuate, stay indoors away from windows.

· Be aware that the calm “eye” is deceptive; the storm is not over.  The worst part of the storm will occur once the eye passes over and winds blow from the opposite direction.

· Be alert for tornadoes.  Tornadoes can happen during a hurricane and after it passes over.  Remain indoors, in the center of your home, in a closet, bathroom, or room without windows.

· Don’t drive on flooded roads.  Turn around.  Don’t drown!
Helpful websites you can use to get prepared:
KGBT 4:  www.kgbt4.com
American Red Cross:  www.redcross.org
National Weather Service:  www.nws.noaa.gov
National Hurricane Center:  www.nhc.noaa.gov
Federal Emergency Management Agency:  www.fema.gov
Disaster Supply Kit List *
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Water - at least 1 gallon daily per person for 3 to 7 days
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Food - at least enough for 3 to 7 days
— non-perishable packaged or canned food / juices
— foods for infants or the elderly
— snack foods
— non-electric can opener
— cooking tools / fuel
— paper plates / plastic utensils 
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Blankets / Pillows, etc.
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Clothing - seasonal / rain gear/ sturdy shoes (enough for 3-7 days)
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First Aid Kit / Medicines / Prescription Drugs (enough for at least one week)
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Special Items - for babies and the elderly
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Toiletries / Hygiene items / Moisture wipes
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Flashlight / Batteries
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Radio - Battery operated and NOAA weather radio
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Telephones - Fully charged cell phone with extra battery and a traditional (not cordless)     telephone set
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Cash (with some small bills) and Credit Cards - Banks and ATMs may not be available for extended periods
[image: image14.png]


Keys
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Toys, Books and Games
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Important documents - in a waterproof container or watertight resealable plastic bag
— insurance, medical records, bank account numbers, Social Security card, etc.
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Tools - keep a set with you during the storm
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Vehicle fuel tanks filled
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Pet care items
— proper identification / immunization records / medications
— ample supply of food and water
— a carrier or cage
— muzzle and leash 

* as recommended by the National Hurricane Center website:  www.nhc.noaa.gov
